
Author: Paul Floyd www.nightskyonline.info Publication date: January 2016. Copyright information: This document is published under a Creative Commons licence. You are free to reproduce and distribute this resource in its entirety for 
non-commercial purposes but not to modify it in any way without permission from the author. Full licence conditions at http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/.  

www.nightskyonline.info

Paul Floyd’s
Astronomy

& Space
Website

Website and outreach activities sponsored by

‘Specialising in products that help you see better’
www. .com.auSunrise and sunset 

horizon recording chart
Su

nr
is

e
Su

ns
et

eastnorth east south east

westsouth west north west

Instructions: Mark the position of sunset and sunrise with a cross on the appropriate line at di�erent times throughout the year.  Remember to 
record the date and time next to each cross. The changes in location will be most marked if you observe on the solstices and equinoxes. Sunrise and 
sunset times for East Coast (Australia) cities can be found here http://nightskyonline.info/?page_id=18828. For locations not listed use the 
Geoscience Australia website resources at http://www.ga.gov.au/geodesy/astro/sunrise.jsp

Example location: Gold Coast, Queensland, Australia sunrise and sunset times
Equinox 20 March 2016   Sunrise: 5.49 am AEST Sunset: 5.57 pm AEST
Solstice 21 June 2016    Sunrise: 6.37 am AEST Sunset: 4.58 pm AEST
Equinox 22 September 2016   Sunrise: 5.35 am AEST Sunset: 5.42 pm AEST
Solstice 21 December 2016   Sunrise: 4.46 am AEST Sunset: 6.42 pm AEST

Use the below chart to record the changing location of sunrise and sunset throughout the year. You may be surprised how much the location 
changes throughout the year.
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Teacher answer sheet for Gold Coast, Australia

Example location: Gold Coast, Queensland, Australia sunrise and sunset times
Equinox 20 March 2016   Sunrise: 5.49 am AEST Sunset: 5.57 pm AEST
Solstice 21 June 2016    Sunrise: 6.37 am AEST Sunset: 4.58 pm AEST
Equinox 22 September 2016   Sunrise: 5.35 am AEST Sunset: 5.42 pm AEST
Solstice 21 December 2016   Sunrise: 4.46 am AEST Sunset: 6.42 pm AEST

Use the below chart to record the changing location of sunrise and sunset throughout the year. You may be surprised how much the location 
changes throughout the year.
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